
WEBINAR

JOINING THE 2026 GLOBAL

 STUDENT CHALLENGE
September 16, 2025



TWO PHASES: LOCAL & GLOBAL

BACHELOR’S & MASTER’S LEVEL

Feasibility Analysis: New Business Concept Addressing the UN 

Global Goals

GLOBAL STUDENT CHALLENGE

Cash prizes for top teams

Babson Build scholarship grand prize!



 

LEARNING

OBJECTIVES

1. Apply concepts learned in entrepreneurship classes to explore a 

new business concept.

2. Develop a more in-depth understanding of the world’s most 

pressing and complex social issues, and how entrepreneurship can 

be a powerful force in tackling these issues

3. Examine creative and innovative approaches to creating value for 

stakeholders and society. 

While not a complete business plan, this FEASIBILITY ANALYSIS could 

serve as the basis for a more comprehensive study and plan.

Schools may choose to focus on one or a few SDGs each year.
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Since 2018, 12,550 STUDENTS have presented 3,420 PROJECTS addressing UN Global Goals



Spain:

• EAE Bus. Schl.

• EDEM Bus. Schl.

• UCJC

Norway:

• Nord U. 

Egypt:

• The Amer. Univ. in Cairo

France:

• EDC Paris Bus. Schl.

• IÉSEG  Schl. of Mgnt.

• TBS Education

USA:
• Lewis & Clark Coll.

Lebanon:

• USEK
Kuwait

• American U. of the 

Middle East

China

• Beijing Hospitality Inst.

• ShanghaiTech U.

Argentina:

• U. Siglo 21

Costa Rica:

• U. Fidélitas
Brunei:

• U. Brunei Darussalam

India:

• ATLAS SkillTech U.

• Mahindra U.

Kazakhstan

• Almaty Mngt. U.

Dominican Republic:

• INTEC

Brazil:

• Link School of Bus.

Pakistan:

• Superior U.

Peru:

• U. de Piura

Chile:

• U. de Desarrollo

Honduras:

• UNITEC

• UTH

Ecuador:

• UEES

• UTPL

Venezuela:

• UNIMET

Thailand:

• Bangkok U.

2025 STUDENT CHALLENGE PARTICIPATION
30 MEMBER INSTITUTIONS IN 22 COUNTRIES
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BABSON COLLABORATIVE GLOBAL STUDENT CHALLENGE

GETTING STARTED



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

DETAILS & RESOURCES

babsoncollaborative.org/student-challenge-toolkit

Babsoncollaborative.org/student-challenge

View Presentations of Past Winners

babsoncollaborative.org/student-challenge



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

STUDENT CHALLENGE 

2026 TIMELINE

Advisors are responsible for adhering to the timeline and 

meeting all requirements outlined in the 2026 Overview.

KEY DATES:

• Register by October 17

• Complete Local Phase by March 11

• Submit Presentations into Global 

Semi-finals by March 30



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

THE PROJECT

• Assess the feasibility of a NEW business 

concept

• Pitch an idea that could become a business

• Cannot pitch ideas for existing companies or 

spin-off ventures from existing companies 

(including their own)

• OK to have worked on the idea before the 

Challenge, but cannot have an existing 

business

• Teams that have an existing venture will be disqualified.

• They would have an unfair advantage

Guidance on Distinguishing between a Business Concepts and Existing 

Venture is in the OVERVIEW



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

STUDENT TEAMS

• 2-6 students per team

• Currently enrolled at a Collaborative member 

institution (this includes exchange students)

• Enrolled at the same educational level (e.g., all 

Bachelors students or all Master’s students)

• Cross-disciplinary teams are strongly encouraged

• Must name a Student Team Lead (primary team 

contact)

If a student is enrolled during the Local 

Challenge but graduates before the Global 

Challenge, they are still eligible to 

continue into the Global Challenge.

Schools must provide teams with 

support, guidance and coaching from 

faculty, staff, and/or local entrepreneurs 

throughout the Challenge.

Teams may be composed of students 

from different Collaborative member 

schools



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

DEFINING A LOCAL CHALLENGE

A qualifying Local Challenge:

• Minimum of 5 teams competing

• 2-6 students per team

Schools with additional campuses in different geographic areas 

may hold multiple Local Challenges.

Schools that work together to hold a Cross-Institution Challenge 

will hold a separate Local Challenge



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

CROSS-INSTITUTION 

CHALLENGE

www.babsoncollaborative.org

TWO OPTIONS: 

• Students joining an existing 

Local Challenge

• Creation of a New Separate 

Local Challenge

• View the Directory - Search locations 

• Email the Champion  - They can refer you to the best contact

babsoncollaborative.org/member-institutions

CONNECT WITH OTHER SCHOOLS
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BABSON COLLABORATIVE 

GLOBAL STUDENT CHALLENGE

PHASE 1: LOCAL CHALLENGE



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning www.babsoncollaborative.org

PHASE 1: LOCAL CHALLENGE 

SCHOOLS HAVE AUTONOMY

Some Options: 

• Embed into existing entrepreneurship curriculum

• Extra credit project

• Co-curricular activity

• Student entrepreneurship club activity 

• Group independent study

• COIL project with another school

Email babsoncollaborative@babson.edu to connect with schools have run the Challenge in these ways



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

LOCAL CHALLENGE: DELIVERABLE

• Use same guidelines and judging 

rubric as used in the Global Challenge

• Live presentations made to a panel of 

faculty, administrators, entrepreneurs, 

and/or members of the local business 

community, followed by Q&A.

SUGGESTIONS INCLUDE:

• Additional local deliverables may be required depending 

on academic requirements

• If academic credit is granted, it (and any assessment for credit) 

is done by the home institution. 

Consider asking colleagues from other Collaborative member institutions to serve as judges in your Local Challenge.



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

LOCAL CHALLENGE: RECOGNITION & PRIZES

DETERMINED BY THE SCHOOL

• Many schools give a certificate.  Some give 

cash prizes from the local business community

• Use the Global Student Challenge logo or your 

Collaborative member badge on your certificate

• Additional recognition or prizes for top placing 

teams at the discretion of, and funded by, home 

institution. 

• Make it fun and exciting

American Univ of the Middle East (AUM) Local Challenge Celebration



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

LOCAL CHALLENGE: BRANDING & MARKETING

PROMOTE ON CAMPUS, SOCIAL MEDIA

• TOOLKIT on Portal with Student Challenge logo and editorial

• Your Local Challenge can have a unique name

• Tag us on LinkedIn: #BabsonCollaborative 
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Any questions about the Local Phase?

QUESTIONS



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

ADVANCING TO THE GLOBAL SEMI-FINALS

Generally, One team from each Local Challenge moves on to Global Semi-finals (max. 3 per Institution) 

The ability to advance more teams depends on how many campuses and number of teams

Multi-campus Institutions:
 

Schools with additional campuses in different geographic 

areas may hold multiple Local Challenges. 

• If 2-3 Local Challenges -- The winning team from each 

Local Challenge moves on

• If more than 3 Local Challenges, Schools must create 

criteria for selecting which teams (up to 3) move on

Single-campus Institutions: 

• If Local Challenge has 20-30 teams: one 

additional team permitted (for a total of 2)

• If Local Challenge 31+ teams:  one 

additional team permitted (for a total of 3)



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

HOW MANY TEAMS CAN I SEND INTO THE GLOBAL PHASE?

If fewer than five teams compete 

in the Local Challenge, that 

school’s entries into the Global 

Challenge will be rejected.

If you submit more teams than 

permissible, you will be asked to 

remove the extras 

ASK US! WE WILL HELP CLARIFY
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BABSON COLLABORATIVE 

GLOBAL STUDENT CHALLENGE

PHASE 2: GLOBAL CHALLENGE
SEMI-FINALS & FINALS ROUND



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

GLOBAL CHALLENGE: DELIVERABLE

Required Components

1. Problem statement

2. Business concept

3. Customer/market

4. Target market/Growth potential

5. Value proposition

6. Revenue model

7. Impact

8. Validation of concept

9. Presentation quality

Described in detail in the judging rubric

5-minute video presentation of a new business concept



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

GLOBAL CHALLENGE: DELIVERABLE

Important Requirements
• Format: Flexible but need clear audio and visuals

• Language: The presentations must be in English. 

• Visuals: Slides and any text and visuals relevant to conveying the business concept must be in English. 

• Audio: Voice-over translation (where the original voice is heard quietly while the English translation is prominent) is 

allowed. Dubbing (where only an English-speaking voice is heard) are both acceptable Using AI for narration is 

acceptable if script is written by the team. 

• Judges may have an unconscious bias toward seeing and hearing a student team member present (vs an AI 

voice and/or avatar), but we will remind them it is acceptable. 

• Subtitles: All teams are welcome to include English subtitles 

• Team: All team members should appear in the presentation in some way. Not all members are required to present: 

the preference is for 1-2 speaker(s) 



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

GLOBAL CHALLENGE: EVALUATION

WHO ARE THE JUDGES?

• SEMI-FINALS:  Entrepreneurship faculty & 

administrators from Collaborative member 

institutions

• FINALS:  Entrepreneurship faculty & administrators 

from Babson

JUDGING RUBRIC

• Available on the member portal

• We recommend use for Local Challenge

• Share with your students

• NEW: WEIGHTED RUBRIC FOR 2026 GLOBAL 

PHASE! babsoncollaborative.org/student-challenge



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

GLOBAL CHALLENGE: SEMI-FINALS RECOGNITION

Global Challenge Semi-finalists receive:

• Valuable written feedback from a committee of judges 

who are entrepreneurship faculty from Collaborative 

member institutions

• Certificate from Babson College naming them as a 

semi-finalist in a global competition
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MOVING INTO THE FINALS ROUND

GLOBAL CHALLENGE



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

MOVING INTO THE GLOBAL CHALLENGE FINALS

• Teams moving into the Semi-finals will have the option to resubmit their 

presentation.

– We encourage changes after receiving judge feedback and after attending the webinar on 

presentation tip (for finalists only)

• Deliverables are very specific and must be followed precisely to participate. 

– This is to ensure fairness and equity in judging.

– If requirements and deadlines are not met, the team will be disqualified. 



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

GLOBAL CHALLENGE FINALS: RECOGNITION & PRIZES

ALL FINALISTS receive:

• Free Babson EdX course (with verified certificate)

• Valuable feedback from Babson judges

• Special webinar with Babson’s Heidi Neck

• Babson College certificate 

WINNERS & RUNNERS-UP also receive: 

• Cash prizes sponsored by SOCIAL IMPACT PATRONS

• Live virtual consultation with Babson professors

• Featured in a Babson College story (global exposure) 

https://www.edx.org/school/babsonx


CASH PRIZES 

SPONSORED BY SOCIAL 

IMPACT PACTRONS!

1st PLACE GRAND PRIZE: 

• $4000-$5000 Cash prize

• Scholarship for Babson Build

RUNNERS-UP: 

• $2000-3000 Cash prize

Ramón Mendiola Sánchez

2026 GLOBAL STUDENT CHALLENGE 

SOCIAL IMPACT PATRONS!

A Babson Alumnus



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning

BABSON BUILD
ENTREPRENEURSHIP BOOTCAMP AT BABSON

www.babsoncollaborative.org

2024 grand prize winners during Babson Build

Experiential and immersive one week program

• Students gain an entrepreneurial mindset that will enable 

them to overcome challenges in any organization

• Build a global network of future entrepreneurial leaders

• Business simulations and pitch competitions

Learn more: Babson.edu/Build
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Any questions about the Global Phase or 

any aspect of the Challenge?

QUESTIONS



BABSON ACADEMY for the Advancement of Global Entrepreneurial Learning www.babsoncollaborative.org

All materials are on the Collaborative 

Member Portal

*If you need Portal access, email 

BabsonCollaborative@babson.edu

FINAL REMINDER

 & DEADLINE

Deadline for Champion to Register 

for the 2026 Challenge: October 17

babsoncollaborative.org/student-challenge

mailto:BabsonCollaborative@babson.edu
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FOR ALL COLLABORATIVE 

EVENTS & DEADINES:

BABSONCOLLABORATIVE.ORG

MEET SHUVO!
He will be helping us 
with the Challenge!
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